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Date: Oct 11, 2026
Scripture(s): Exodus 32: 1-14, Acts 8: 14-25
Sermon Starter:
     In a US culture of short attention spans, short memories, and loyalties to many things and people but God, even among those who claim otherwise, these two passages are most compelling to me this week. 
     In Exodus, the people on the ground have grown impatient waiting for Moses to come back down the mountain from his encounter with God. They are so impatient, they begin to react as if they’ve been abandoned by God and Moses has died. Their solution is to ask Aaron to create a god that will give them everything the true God had given them thus far. They are quick to forget how they’d managed to come so far on their journey, all of the ways that God had guided and provided for them. In effect, they choose an illusion to bring them temporary comfort rather than hold fast to faith in the One who had really, truly brought them so far in lived reality. They treat this man-made illusion with the same reverence as the true God of their life and liberation. How many man-made things, systems, etc, do we treat with the same reverence as the God of our lives when they really are only illusions of our own creation? Capitalism is the major one that comes to my mind. 
      Culturally we are made to believe that this is some heaven-ordained way of life together that cannot be altered, when in reality it is a deadly system of maximum extraction that places everything in very few hands, while all of life, including the earth herself, are sacrificed at its feet. The Acts text is explicit in its framing of greed and power-hunger as idolatry as well. We are also encouraged to forget any lessons our immediate past may teach us in the interest of returns to ‘normal’ aka getting money flowing. Our collective experience of Covid is a prime example. 
     We had an opportunity to learn so much from that experience and to make changes coming out of it, but we were too impatient. That experience, though, reminded us of what was most important. God showed up in that time, as so often in the past, through the loving and life-sustaining actions of countless people. We were shown how fragile everything really is, and that fragility demands honor, value, and care. The earth began healing herself when humanity stood still for a moment and stopped the constant motion that capitalism requires of us. Now, data centers get approved in places like my region because they bring in money, regardless of the damage they inflict on the earth and on humanity. Like Exodus, though, it is not too late to remember. It is not too late to remember the gifts of God that make for flourishing, sustained life and to honor our Creator in our ways of living.
     God’s mercy was called forth by Moses helping God to remember the covenant and God’s own history of life-sustaining action with the people. God remembers and disaster is avoided. One way in which we may now avoid disaster is to remember as well; to hear Peter’s admonitions as a reorienting call to ourselves to remember who and whose we and this Creation belong to, to remember the goodness of our God and the lessons we’ve learned thus far on the journey, and to remember the vision God has given us for a realm of comprehensive well-being. Like Moses, Peter, and John, we too can help others remember as well.    

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 106)
Praise the Lord! Give thanks for God’s goodness!
God’s steadfast love endures forever!
Remember all of the mighty doings of the Maker.
We remember the sustaining, Divine gifts we’ve witnessed and received.
We remember who and whose we are. 
We belong to God and to one another. 
In gratitude, we honor God with our lives. 
With grateful hearts, we worship the Sacred Sustaining Source.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Spirit, we open our whole selves to receive your presence. Clear the murkiness from our memories as you stir them to the surface as a source of hope and faith. Still our bodies and spirits with patience. Ready our hearts to stay the course you set for us, as we intend to follow you above all else. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession (based on Ps 106, Exodus, and Acts) (in unison)
Holy One, both we and our ancestors have sinned; we have done wrong and acted wickedly. We have forgotten your faithfulness, and sought fulfillment from other sources. We have followed other voices away from your paths. We repent and turn fully toward you once more. Remember your covenant promises, O God, and forgive us, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
Time and time again, the Scriptures reveal human mistakes ultimately met with Divine grace. God’s anger never overwhelms God’s impulse to sustain life with steadfast love. God’s steadfast love endures forever! We are forgiven! Thanks be to God. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
We present our gifts on this altar, not to purchase divine favor, but as a sign of our total dedication to God. We present these offerings for God’s loving, life-giving purposes. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Source of All, we remember all that you have done in partnership with your people. We remember acts of compassion, steadfast love, mercy, peace, and salvation. We share these gifts in faith that you will work through them, and us, in such life-giving ways. May it be so. Amen. 
