All-In Liturgies by Rev. Eric Moeller
Permission is granted for local church use with attribution. 

Date: August 30, 2026
Scripture(s): Exodus 3: 1-15, Romans 12: 9-21, Matthew 16: 21-28

Notes: This is another meaningful group of texts for the time in which we are living. I see them intertwining in much the same way as the previous week with the Hebrew midwives, the first part of Romans 12, and Matthew’s ‘keys to the Kingdom.’ There is a Folk n Soul On Demand service posted on the Exodus text you can find here. You may gain some inspiration from downloading/streaming that, especially if you plan to focus on that story. Again, it’s a story that has a lot to say to us at the moment. In the midst of oppression of ethinic/national others, God takes action through people for the sake of liberation. There are many burning bushes through which God is calling us, even in the voices of our suffering neighbors, to get our attention and call us to take risky, faithful, life-affirming actions. 

That said, my sense is that Matthew’s Jesus voices instruction for his disciples, and Romans and Exodus give more concrete examples of what it looks like to follow that instruction; what it means to deny oneself, pick up one’s cross, and follow Jesus with our minds on divine things. Each passage has elements of real risk in the divine call, whether that call comes from a burning bush, Jesus, or Paul. It is clear that following the divine call may lead us into danger and persecution, but to allow our trust in divine wisdom and promises to outweigh the fears that would keep our feet from moving. In Romans in particular there is an implicit call to trust in the power of love and goodness to overcome evil; to trust in the power of love and goodness to disarm, to convert enemies into friends, or at the very least, people who don’t want to harm you. I love the image of ‘heaping burning coals on their heads.’ I recall reading somewhere long ago that this idea of burning coals on the head was to ‘awaken their deadened conscience.’ Showing care and compassion even to those who would harm us has the capacity to wake people up, to see our own humanity as we’ve seen theirs. People of faith must persist in such love in this time. Just the other day I played some music at an interfaith vigil for immigrant justice outside of the federal building that houses the ICE offices in St. Louis. Rabbi Susan Talve reminded us all that everybody in that building is a human being, whether they are in a uniform, an attorney, or an immigrant. I know I need reminding of this sometimes. We cannot lose sight of this, lest we seek to try to overcome evil with evil. It’s like King said, ‘hate cannot drive out hate. Only love can do that.’ 

The texts make it clear that there is nothing easy about any of this. We must acknowledge that openly. Speaking for myself, I am so enraged at the way our government is treating not just immigrants but so many others, it is sometimes difficult to see the people doing things I find unconscionable as yet fully human. God, however, persists in trying to correct my vision.   Where each passage contains the dangers and challenges, they also contain hope and reassurance. God is with us every step of the way, equipping us for the journey to which they’ve called us. God promises that goodness, love, shall overcome evil.       
 
Call to Worship 
I Am heard the cries of their suffering children.
I Am responded with liberating, embodied action.
Time and again, God has responded to evil, but never alone.
God summoned, supplied, and steered people to overcome evil with good.
I Am still is.
I Am is still listening, still summoning, still supplying, and still steering.
We praise the Empowering Eternal ever in motion.
We worship God, who persists in loving, liberating, life-affirming movements. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison) (focused just on the Exodus story)
God of the Ages, we hear the cries of our neighbors, your children, and add our voices to theirs, seeking your help. As before, intervene to liberate your children. By your Spirit, equip your people to heed your call and take action, trusting in your presence and trusting ourselves in the use of the gifts you have given us. Amen.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Creator of Courage, we hear you calling to us. Continue to speak in these moments or nearness with you. Set our minds on divine things. Infuse our spirits with your courage, love, and wisdom, and form us into your partners in your liberating mission. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
We are immersed in fear, O God; surrounded by reasons to be afraid. We hear you calling us forward to persist in resistance, but the voices of self-doubt, and the tally of the potential cost, make us baulk. Forgive us, Merciful Maker. By your grace, animate us that we will move to overcome evil with good. Amen. 
 
Words of Assurance
Moses hesitated to do as God asked of him. He felt unworthy, unprepared, and unqualified. Peter was so taken aback by Jesus’ talk of his suffering and death that Jesus called him an adversary. We know that both of them went on to partner with God in amazing ways. God too hears our hesitations and worries, but assures us of God’s steadfast, loving presence with us. We are enfolded, now and always, in the gracious love of God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
Paul calls us to hold fast to goodness, outdo one another in mutual affection, and to contribute to the needs of the saints. Let us heed Paul’s wisdom and contribute our gifts now. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
We have heard you call, Living Lord. Here we are. We will follow wherever you lead. We share these gifts as a sign of that commitment, and so others will experience your love and care in their use. Bless these gifts to good use, we pray. Amen. 


