All-In Liturgies by Rev. Eric Moeller
Permission is granted for local church use with attribution. 

Date: August 23, 2026
Scripture(s): Exodus 1:8-2:10, Romans 12:1-8, Matthew 16:13-20
Notes: To be honest, I’m not yet sure how I will utilize all three of these texts in preaching, and I tend not to have something read that isn’t going to be addressed in the sermon. There is some connective tissue among these three passages, though, that could make for a powerful service at the time in which we are living. As a matter of fact, the Exodus passage is the focus of this Folk n Soul On Demand service you can view/download here. It was the first one I posted. I did that because I think it’s such a potent story with a lot to say to the church in a country where immigrants and refugees are facing deadly circumstances and people with the privilege to do so can operate in subversive ways to protect them (and others on the margins for that matter). It certainly wouldn’t hurt to keep your focus on that story this Sunday. Feel free to use this liturgy from that On Demand service if you plan to do that. 

I may read each passage separately and offer a brief reflection on each rather than one larger sermon. The gospel passage articulates a promise from Jesus that not even the gates of death will prevail against the church; we have “the keys to the kingdom.” So what do we do with that? Well we commit the fulness of ourselves and our gifts to the unlocking of the fulness of God’s Commonwealth (Romans); to being midwives to a creation that is trying to be born. What does that look like? We have Shiphrah and Puah (Exodus) as examples of using our gifts (skills, positions, privilege, etc) to protect vulnerable people that life may flourish, despite the deadly intents of a king. This is a Sunday where courage is called for to draw the clear connections between the text and our current lives. It’s a moment where the lectionary gives us an opportunity to remind the church that Jesus has entrusted us with the undoubtedly difficult and risky task of resisting the powers of death in whatever ways we can, trusting in the promise that the powers of life will prevail. 

Call to Worship 
Our Creator assigns us different functions,
But unifies us as one Body with one purpose.
We are midwives of the Reign of God;
We are doorkeepers of the Kingdom.
We are the rock that even the powers of death cannot move.
The powers of life will prevail. 
Let us present ourselves in worship to our God.
Fully we enter worship with praise and expectation. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Holy One, we come into this sacred moment, not to participate in meaningless motions, but to be transformed. We present ourselves as a living sacrifice, that we may each fulfill our purpose in your liberating body. Renew our minds, we pray, and align our spirits with your Spirit that we may open the way for your reign. Amen.  

Invitation to Offering
Our gifts vary in every way, but Paul is clear that we all have gifts to share for God’s purposes of nourishing and sustaining life. We gather our offerings in this moment as a sign of our commitment to sharing of our gifts in every moment that the powers of life will prevail.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Creator, we offer ourselves to You as a living sacrifice. All we have is yours. Accept these offerings as validation of our commitment to fully living our lives and sharing ourselves in service of your vision of flourishing for the world. Energize the powers of life in the use of our gifts, we pray. Amen. 


