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Date: July 19, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43
[I find this passage particularly interesting (and troubling to be honest) because there is an apocalyptic description that is entirely opposite of the rapture. In Jesus’ interpretation of his parable, there is no leaving the earth for those he calls the ‘Children of the Kingdom.’ There is the destruction of ‘the causes of sin and evildoers’ so that righteous can thrive in the Commonwealth of God. The ‘harvest’ is a redemption of the earth, where all that does harm is taken from it. That violent description of the destruction is the part that is troubling to me. That said, I am thinking about the parable and its interpretation as a hopeful vision in which evil does not overcome good. The weeds will never entirely overwhelm the wheat, so to speak. I wonder, though, if a more helpful way to approach the parable is to imagine the wheat overwhelming the weeds. Can we imagine the possibility of God working through the wheat in such a way that ‘the causes of sin’ are diminished, and thriving made possible, without the violence of angels throwing people into a furnace of fire? Just some lines of thought for you to explore. My instinct/impulse is to find an alternative way to help our folks think about how God goes about redeeming/recreating the world, the Kingdom coming, rather than a final act of incinerating ‘evildoers.’]
 
Call to Worship 
The Master plants good seed in the earth.
The wheat of the Kingdom is growing.
Weeds of wickedness are growing too. 
The goodness that is growing will not be overwhelmed.
Children of the Kingdom, God will continue to nurture and sustain us.
We will shine like the sun in the Commonwealth of God.
Let us worship the Source of Goodness!
We praise the Creator, who is creating still.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Cultivating Creator, nurture us with what we need to grow well where we are planted. Nurture us with what we need to bloom with your goodness. Nurture us with what we need to keep our roots strong and healthy, that no weeds may overwhelm us. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Sacred Sower, you intend us to grow into vessels of your goodness; to be Children of the Kingdom. We confess that sometimes we are more like weeds, taking what we need to grow, simply for our own benefit. Forgive us, O God, and continue to re-create us, that we may ever more become the bearers of goodness you intend us to be. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon
Good and evil are ever growing together, even within us. What blossoms from us, what we give to the world, is our choice. As long as we breathe, it isn’t too late to let goodness flow through us. Over and again, our God forgives us for what we have done, and what we have left undone, and sustains us that we may make good, life-giving choices for ourselves and others. May it be so. Friends, we are forgiven and ever nurtured by the Cultivator of Goodness. 
Thanks be to God!
 
Invitation to Offering
We share our good gifts in this moment to nurture the ministries that share God’s goodness with others. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
From this field, O God, we gather a foretaste of the harvest of your Commonwealth. Bless these gifts, we pray, that your children may know that goodness is still growing in your world. Amen. 




