All-In Liturgies by Rev. Eric Moeller
Permission is granted for local church use with attribution. 

Date: August 2, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 14: 13-21
Notes:
I love that this passage falls on a communion Sunday for many of us. In Rev. Dr. Christopher Grundy’s liturgy class at Eden Seminary, I remember him teaching us that it was the feeding stories like this one that provided the foundations for the sacrament of the communion meal in the early Jesus movement, not so much the Last Supper and its sacrificial imagery. That would become more predominant with the intertwining of Christianity and the empire that would help shape Western Christianity. Dr. Grundy has a book on the subject I’d recommend that includes access to different types of communion liturgies: 
Recovering Communion in a Violent World: Resistance, Resilience, and Risk
At any rate, this creates an opportunity for us to explore a more life-affirming foundation and practice for communion with our congregations. 

On another note, the author really leans into the imagery of Jesus as the Good Shepherd here. They’re gathered by the water, he has them sit on the grass, then he feeds them. The baskets overflow with the gifts of God. 

Lastly, Jesus’ command to the disciples to feed the crowd can be interpreted as a way that Jesus is indicating that they have all they need to do so, then he shows them how that’s so. This presents the question to us of how it is we pick up the mantle of the Good Shepherd in our time and place? We have all we need among us to meet the needs of the people. Our calling is to view the hurting masses with compassion and to move toward a vision of healing, nourishment, and well-being for all.

Liturgy
 
Call to Worship 
Divine eyes look upon us with compassion.
Our Good Shepherd sees our needs and responds.
The Sacred speaks an invitation: sit and be fed. 
Loaves are passed from one to another.
Our Good Shepherd ensures there is more than enough.
God’s goodness overflows!
Come and worship our Compassionate Creator.
We praise our Source, Sustainer, and Supplier. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
We have followed you away to this place of peace, O God, seeking comfort, hope, nourishment, and guidance. As we sit at your feet, supply us with what we need to bear your sustenance to others. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Like the disciples before us, the needs that confront us can overwhelm us into complacency, inaction, and self-centeredness, assuming other folks will fend for themselves. Forgive us for underestimating the gifts present in community; for underestimating our collective capability to compassionately care for all with the gifts among us. Renew our faith in you, ourselves, and each other, we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon
After the disciples try to send the crowds away to buy their own food, Jesus doesn’t scold or punish them. He reminds them who they are, what they have among them, and enables them to use those gifts to meet the needs of others. Jesus sees us with compassion, too. He doesn’t scold us or punish us for our mistakes, but reminds us who and whose we are, and enables us to do better. We are forgiven. We are renewed. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
The disciples had five loaves and two fish among them. After giving them to Jesus, they fed more than 5000 people. Let us share our gifts in the belief that anything is possible when we entrust our gifts to God together. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Good Shepherd, five loaves and two fish seemed insufficient until it was placed in your hands. We gather the gifts among us and place them in your hands. We trust that you will do miraculous things beyond our expectations to meet the needs of your beloved children. May it be so, we pray. Amen.  


