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Date: Nov 1, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 23:1-12

Call to Worship 
We all have one Source.
We all have one Eternal Parent.
We all have one Teacher.
We all have one Instructor
We are all equal in the eyes of God. 
As equals we gather around our family table. 
Let us worship the Maker.
With humble hearts, we praise the Exalted One. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Guiding Voice, you are our one true teacher, and we are your humble students. Give us instruction for the living of our days. Teach our eyes to see through Divine lenses. Teach our feet to walk paths of servanthood. Give us the wisdom to do what you would do, we pray. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Merciful Maker, you create us as equals, yet we do not always honor that equality. We have moments of self-righteousness, of self-exaltation, of placing unfair expectations on others, of not walking our talk. Forgive us, Lord, and cleanse our hearts of any arrogance, that we may fulfill our respective roles with integrity and mutual care. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
In today’s Bible passage, even when Jesus is calling leaders to account for their flawed behavior, he still acknowledges their role in what God is doing in the world; acknowledges that they are still beloved children of God. We too may have made some bad choices, but we are still beloved children of God. No matter what we have done, or left undone, we are forgiven, and able to correct our course. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
We are a servant people, sharing what we can to support one another and share expressions of God’s care for all God’s children. We gather our gifts now for these sacred purposes. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Sacred Source, you teach us to tend to one another, to care for each other as you care for us. In humility, we share these gifts that each of your children may experience your love in some measure. We share these gifts in the hope that everyone may one day live equitably. Amen. 


