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Date: May 31, 2026, Trinity Sunday

Scripture(s): Psalm 8 & Matthew 28: 16-20
[both of these texts contain passages and ideas that are used in harmful ways. The notion of human dominion is used to justify the abuse of creation’s resources rather than to consider humanity as stewards of creation. In similar fashion, Matthew 28 is used as a warrant for colonialism, that the nations of the world are the church’s to rule. I will admit that the texts, Matthew 28 in particular, are ones I would just as soon avoid due to these abuses. However, their presence in the lectionary offers us the opportunity to reframe them for people in helpful ways, and present alternatives to problematic interpretations/abuses. I hope you will lean into this opportunity. I hope this liturgy helps in some way.]
 
Call to Worship 
The works of our Majestic Maker’s hands are marvelous!
All that Their fingers have made fills us with wonder!
Star-studded skies and sparkling seas,
Snow-capped Mountains, food-filled plains, and all earth’s creatures amaze us. 
And yet, among it all, God is mindful of humanity.
We’ve been honored; made a little lower than the Divine. 
The whole, good creation is ours to love as God loves. 
Praise be to the Creator, entrusting us with the creation’s care.
Praise be to the Christ, revealer of the way. 
Praise be to the Spirit, empowering us to live in righteousness. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Holy One, we hear your ancient promise to always be present with your people. In these moments together, make your presence with us apparent. Instruct us in your ways and empower us to walk within them, that we may live rightly with the earth, one another, our neighbors near and far, and You. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Merciful Maker, we encounter sacred words today that have been weaponized. Forgive us, O God, for the ways we have participated, even unwittingly, in the consumption and degradation of creation. Forgive us, O God, for the ways we have participated, even unwittingly, in the oppressive colonization of peoples and places under the claim of sacred right or duty. We repent, and commit ourselves to the care of creation, the righting of wrongs, and the establishment of justice. Renew and equip us for these tasks, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
According to Matthew, even as Jesus appeared before his disciples, they doubted. These were not perfect people of boundless faith at any point in their story. But Jesus still graciously blesses them, commissioning them as his agents with his authority. No matter what we have done, or left undone, we too are forgiven, and blessed to continue our attempt to follow in the ways of Jesus, in the assurance of his presence every step of the journey. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
   
Invitation to Offering
In obedience to the teachings of Jesus, we offer our gifts at this time for the care of the whole creation that God loves. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Creator, signs of your generosity abound among creation. We, too, are bearers of your gifts and generous Spirit, sharing freely what we possess. Through these offerings, and the variety of gifts we share daily, we pray your children experience your presence and care. Amen.  


