All-In Liturgies by Rev. Eric Moeller
Permission is granted for local church use with attribution. 

Date: July 5, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30
[This is the closest Sunday to the 4th of July in this anniversary year, and, depending on your context, there may be expectation to recognize this. Expected or not, this day offers us an opportunity to share an alternative message to that of UFC matches, white-washed history, and dishonest, overblown, hollow ‘patriotic’ celebration. This text can be helpful in a couple of ways if you wish to lean into it that way, be it in the sermon or just a short word at your moment of prayer. Two things strike me in particular. 

1) In Jesus’ prayer, he celebrates that divine truth has been revealed through him to ordinary and marginalized people rather than the powerful, wealthy, and learned. First, part of the truth Jesus revealed was a divine, steadfast love for the whole world, not just particular rulers, nations, or peoples. Second, when I consider our Declaration of Independence, how I understand it came to be, and the revolution that followed, I think it required people of many walks of life, the ordinary along with the learned and wealthy, though not the particularly traditionally powerful, to put faith in what seemed like a foolish idea and to find new ways to work together to create this infant nation. It wasn’t clean or easy. It was filled with conflict. Marginalization of people persisted, obviously. Compromises had to be made along the way. But faith in what seemed like foolishness, seeing the wisdom and truth in the ideals put forth in the Declaration, as well as the wisdom in breaking from England and traditional forms of government, carried them through. One of the wisest things the founders did, in my opinion, was to break with the idea that tradition ought to govern. They gave us a form of government that could adapt as each generation discerned was necessary. They recognized that what they began was imperfect. They were pursuing a more perfect union, and establishing a foundation upon which the pursuit of a more perfect union could continue. It is part of our task to help shape this union in our time; to pursue a common good together that meets the needs of all the people. That wisdom is churning among the ordinary and marginalized right now, I believe, even if it is viewed as folly by some, particularly the powerful and wealthy. 
2) We, as a nation, were once yoked to a king and found that to be too much to bear. We chose a different yoke: to be yoked to one another. I think part of what it means to take on the yoke of Jesus is to be yoked to one another that we may be led down paths of flourishing together. Being yoked together means we all play our part, we all have a role, but nothing is dependent upon us alone. It’s like the classic saying “many hands make light work.” Learning from Jesus, we learn that we are meant to be together, to pursue the well-being of everyone and all creation, to be compassionate, and to seek justice. Working together, each of us playing our role in carrying us forward, it’s all possible.] 
 
Call to Worship 
Jesus invites us, saying, ‘Come to me, and I will give you rest.’
We are grateful for the gift of rejuvenation. 
Jesus invites us, saying, ‘Learn from me.’
We are grateful for the gift of God’s wisdom revealed. 
Jesus invites us, saying, ‘Take on my yoke, for it is easy.’
We are grateful for the gift of one another, 
our companions in carrying every burden. 
Come and worship the Source, 
whose care is shown through divine deeds.
With grateful praise we worship God, 
our guide, sustainer, and partner.


Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
We thank you, O God, that you choose to impart your wisdom to your children, doing so according to your will and not worldly standards. As we listen to and reflect upon the words of Jesus, reveal your wisdom to us, we pray. May it be a yoke by which you guide us. By your Spirit, strengthen our connections to you and to one another as we cooperatively carry all that life holds. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Mysterious Mover, your ways are not our ways. You appear and act among creation in ways we fail to recognize, leading us to respond poorly. Forgive our skepticism and criticism that comes from our lack of understanding and blinds us to the positive consequences of your deeds. Renew our hearts, we pray. Make us as children, full of faith, wonder, and openness to possibility. Amen.
 
Assurance of Pardon
Hear these words of Jesus: "Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” Even when we make mistakes, we needn’t hold on to burdensome guilt or shame. Through divine gentleness and humility, we are forgiven. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
Divine wisdom reveals that the generous sharing of whatever resources we hold yields positive results. Guided in God’s ways, we offer our gifts in this moment. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
We are people of your yolk, Holy One. We are bonded together, sharing the load, each of us doing what we can to keep us moving down your life-giving paths. Accept these offerings, and the gifts we share daily, and use them to lessen the burdens felt by others. Amen.   


