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Date: October 18, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 22: 15-22
Sermon Starter: 

Anytime I hear/read this text, I am reminded of what Borg and Crossan wrote about it in their book The Last Week.  They suggest that Jesus’ answer to this trick question is really a non-answer. In Jesus’ worldview, they say, everything belongs to God. So his answer of “give to Cesar what is Cesar’s and give to God the things that are God’s” placates his questioners on the surface, but, in effect, he is really saying that nothing belongs to Cesar. Everything belongs to God. That includes our resources, no matter whose image is stamped or printed on them. 

Another interpretation of this text, usually heard in more conservative circles, is that this is a Biblical mandate to always obey the law. This maybe a good opportunity to push back on that notion a bit. If we, our full selves, along with everything else, belong to God, then our obedience to God’s instruction in pursuit of God’s will for well-being is of the utmost priority. Pursuing God’s will for well-being may require breaking laws at times. MLK taught us this. Others have as well. 

Furthermore, if we follow the law and pay our taxes, in our system, in theory anyway, we ought to have some say in how those resources are used. Part of our calling as disciples of Jesus, as people pursuing God’s will for well-being, is to advocate for faithful, life-giving use of our collective resources. Part of that is exercising our right to vote in good, faithful ways. In this crucial election season, we need to be reminding our folks to vote their faith above party lines. 

Call to Worship (based on Psalm 24)
The earth is God’s and all that is in it.
Everything belongs to God.
All the world and its inhabitants.
Everything belongs to God.
All that we are and have. 
Everything belongs to God. 
Our very lives give glory to God.
We worship the One 
in whom we live and move, 
and have our being. 



Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Holy One, you have created, called, and claimed us. Teach us your ways, we pray, that we may honor you in the living of our lives; in the ways we spend our moments, money, and our many means by which we pursue your will of well-being for your world. Make us a people who gives to you what belongs to you: our all. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Jesus instructs us to give to you that which belongs to you, Gracious God, yet we hesitate. We compartmentalize our lives, failing to allow your will and ways to guide our every action and use of every resource. Forgive us, we pray, and strengthen our hearts, that our faith and commitment to You, will overcome our fears, insecurities, misplaced loyalties, and any obstacle to our devotion. Amen. 

Words of Grace
Even when we act as if we do not remember God’s hold on us, God remembers. We belong to God, and nothing we can do will change that. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
Every resource we have, from mind, body, and spirit to our physical possessions, belongs to God. We share our offerings in this moment as a token of our total devotion to our Maker.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Sacred Source, Jesus teaches us your ways, and we follow. Jesus teaches us to give our everything to you. We give these offerings as a sign of our commitment to living fully as your people. Through every gift we share, may others come to know they belong to you, ever enfolded in your loving care. Amen. 

