All-In Liturgies by Rev. Eric Moeller
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Date: October 25, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 22:34-46
Sermon Starter: 
This week we have a timely reminder of what lies at the heart of our faith. It is a love of God with our whole selves, expressed in loving our neighbors, or, I would say, the whole of creation, which results in wholeness, the repairing of all that is broken. Maybe never before in our history has there been a time when we could see that the global is local, and so we cannot limit our definitions of “neighbor” and can view the implications of pursuing wholeness. For instance, a member of one of the churches I serve asked for prayers last week for the Ukrainian members of the team he oversees for work. He isn’t the only one I’m aware of in my small church that is routinely connected to coworkers all over the world. Our interconnectedness is so deep and apparent that our actions, or inactions, have real consequences for ourselves and our neighbors near and far, from which we cannot hide. We cannot hide from the call of this text either. We who claim to follow Jesus must commit our whole selves to loving our neighbors in whatever ways we can; loving our neighbors in the use of our gifts in their full variety, our time, talent, and treasure, our voices, our power, our advocacy, our votes, and onward. 

We also cannot restrict our definition of ‘neighbor’ to just include the people we like or with whom we agree. To use examples a couple of colleagues shared, “you can love the white supremacist without loving the white supremacy,” or “anyone who claims to love me must know that I love my child. While they don’t have to be my child’s biggest fan, if they love me, they will help my child if he gets hurt; they will get him a band-aid. We may not be everyone’s biggest fan, but we love who God loves and can get them a band-aid.” It’s that kind of love that has the capacity to, in the words of Gustavo Gutierrez (though I don’t recall the specific source), “convert people toward their neighbor, and as such to God, for it is through the love of our neighbor that we experience the love of God.” Love is the way we can exorcise the demons of racism, homophobia, transphobia, hatred, ableism, self-centeredness, greed, and onward. Love is the way we can heal what is broken and pursue the wholeness God wills for this beloved creation. 

Special Song: Feel free to use this video of my song “For the Sake of My Neighbor” in your worship, share the link in an e-blast, etc. Here are the lyrics:

I can play the guitar, I can write a song
She can paint a picture, he can play his part
They can mend what’s broken, Your bones or your heart
She can teach reading and writing, And the art of thought

These are a sampling, Of the gifts God’s imparting
On all of God’s children, Each one their own
Fills us with passion, burning heart fire
Driving us forward, To make whole

Chorus:
For the sake of my neighbor, I’ll heed the call
To do what I can, to give my all
For the sake of my neighbor, My footsteps will fall
In the tracks of the savior, Toward Kingdom come

I could buy an airplane, I could buy a boat
I could spend millions & millions, On my dream home
Instead, I’ll pay my workers, A dignity wage
I’ll help break cycles of poverty, I’ll even buy fair trade

There is a voice calling out to us, 
Share what we have, Be it little or much
It was never ours to begin with
Why must we consume so much. Chorus

We stood on the picket line, With striking workers
We took to our streets with people of color
Mothers marched in Washington to stop the killing
We shouted through capitol corridors more than the following:

Feed the hungry, heal the sick, see humanity in the immigrant
Lift from the bottom, drag down from the top, meet in the middle
Move from greed to compassion, from party lines to people

Amplify voices unheard, Release power that’s building to surge
Through this body, heaven draws near
Remove the roadblocks, make the path clear. Chorus

Call to Worship 
God created a whole world.
What was whole has been broken.
Driven by steadfast love, 
through instruction, prophets, Jesus, and more;
God is making things whole again.
Our hearts, souls, and minds are made whole in purpose.
We love God with our whole selves. 
We express that love through loving that which God loves:
The whole world. 
With gratitude and affection, 
we praise the Holy One, 
Source and Sustainer of all that is.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Spirit of Wholeness, if our hearts, spirits, or minds are fractured or torn, mend them. Make us whole, we pray. Unify every part of our being in the purpose of loving our Creator, which is to love our neighbors as ourselves, that we may aid in the repair of a broken world. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
A fog has set upon us, O God. It clouds our vision such that we do not see whole people. We do not see ‘neighbors,’ only labels. The labels cause us to restrict our love and keep our distance from some. Forgive us, Holy One. Clear away the fog that obscures our vision, that we may live together as neighbors, fully loving one another as ourselves.  

Assurance of Pardon
While God’s beloved creation has persisted in brokenness, God has persisted in steadfast love, working to restore the wholeness the Maker intends. God’s love for us always persists beyond our brokenness. No matter what we have done, or left undone, we are forgiven. We are loved. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
Loving God with our whole selves, and loving our neighbor as ourselves, means that we share our resources for God’s purposes of healing and wholeness. One way we do this is by sharing our gifts here and now. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Loving Maker, we thank you for the many ways we have experienced your love and care and witness your loving actions in the world every day. We seek to love others as you love us: completely. We share these offerings that our neighbors may know your steadfast love. We share them as a sign of our commitment to loving you, and the world you love, with our whole selves. Bless these gifts, and those we share in every moment for your purposes of mending, we pray. Amen.  


