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Date: July 12, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 13: 1-9, 18-23
 [I personally enjoy this parable. There are so many angles we preachers can explore, different places we might occupy in the parable at any given moment. One thing that particularly stood out for me as I read it this year, though, is Jesus’ description of the seed as the word of the Kingdom. There’s an invitation here for us to cast the seeds of the kingdom freely without concern for the type of soil upon which the seeds may fall. Jesus’ description of the thorns as ‘the cares of this age and lure of wealth’ may be interpreted as the seeds of the kingdom being oppositional to the capitalistic/materialistic/ individualistic values of our current age. The call is for us, on one hand, to be people haphazardly sowing seeds of alternative values to all of that, and, on the other, to be good, receptive soil ourselves, that yield the good fruit of the kingdom. We might imagine, then, what are the seeds of the kingdom we need to sow and what does it mean to bear such fruit and have good yields?

Call to Worship 
Frivolous, wasteful, haphazard.
God simply showers our soil with seeds of the kingdom. 
Dry, hard, thorny.
Parts of the earth won’t let the seeds grow.
Fruitful, flourishing, abundant.
In many places, the kingdom does break forth.
Come and worship the ceaseless Sacred Sower!
We praise the Gardener of Goodness!

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Holy One, we come and stand before you, seeking your wisdom and instruction. Prepare the soil of our hearts, that the seeds of your kingdom you cast upon us here may take root, flourish, and yield fruits of compassion, care, well-being, and justice. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Gracious God, we imagine that our hearts are good soil for the seeds of the kingdom. Our honest confession, though, is that sometimes our hearts are hard toward others. Your seeds of compassion cannot grow. Sometimes the thorns of worldly values and lure of wealth choke out your seeds of generosity and communal care. Sometimes we lack the commitment to keep nurturing your seeds of justice, thus they wither. Forgive us, O God. Renew and enrich the soil of our hearts once more, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
Gardeners and growers know what soil must contain to yield what they seek. If soil is lacking, they don’t give up on their land, they work to give it what it needs, so it can nurture their seeds to flourishing. In like fashion, God does not give up on us. God gives us the grace we need that we may better nurture seeds of the Kingdom. We are forgiven and renewed. 
Thanks be to God

Invitation to Offering
Let us now generously sow seeds of God’s goodness in the sharing of our gifts.

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Grower of Goodness, we follow your example, generously casting these seeds that they may yield good fruit. Planted in the soil of your church, nurture these seeds of your kingdom. Bring forth good gifts for the good of your children, we pray. Amen.  


