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Date: September 6, 2026
Scripture(s): Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20

Sermon Starter:
This is both Labor Day weekend and, I assume, a communion Sunday for many of us. As we continue to navigate this deeply troubling time, these texts meet us this weekend with some helpful, maybe hard, wisdom. I assume, also, that you are like me, in that I am often preaching to myself as much as any congregation. There are challenges presented in these texts that are as much a challenge for me as anyone else. That said, much like I’ve written the last couple weeks, it feels like we have one text (Romans) giving us some broad language and another text (Matthew) giving us a fleshed out example of love in action. 

In this passage in Romans, Paul reminds the church of its call in the great commandment “love your neighbor as yourself” and to live in the ‘already’ of God’s commonwealth rather than the ways of the world. In the gospel, Matthew’s Jesus lays out a procedure for addressing conflict in the church that is love seeking reconciliation and an alternative approach to conflict resolution from the punitive/retributive ways of the world.

In our time and place, how does the church operate differently from the world around us? How does the church model a different way of living together? Grievance, or the sense of being wronged, is presently a dominant, effective tool of those who would polarize our population for political gain. That’s not to say that some grievances aren’t valid. The brutal treatment of immigrants by our government is a valid grievance. The extraction of wealth from the vast majority of us for the benefit of a few is a valid grievance. The continued attacks on the bodily autonomy of women and trans folks is a valid grievance. The continued lack of healthcare for so many and a Medicare for All model of care for all of us is a valid grievance. On and on we could go. 

Some use grievance as a tool to incite violence, justify oppression, and further divisions. Paul, along with Matthew’s Jesus, call us to show up in the spirit of neighborly love to seek a peaceful righting of wrongs through drawing closer in conversation and community, not by jumping to separation or use of force to get our way. Such discussions, I think, begin in our congregations and local communities. Being in Missouri, I don’t think conversing or sharing my thoughts with my ‘representatives’ does much of anything, but talking to everyday folks might. Talking about what is wrong and how we might make it right together, and ultimately better everyone’s lives, seems like a much more effective way of seeking positive change than giving into the polarizing use of grievance. This weekend, we have the added benefit of gathering at the table and remembering that we, the church, are one Body even in the diversity of our beings; one body meant to stay whole to live out its purpose. 

As my friend and colleague Rev. Dr. Laura Mignerone reminded me, with Labor Day we remember and celebrate how working-class people have, and still, come together to bring about positive change through collective action; through working together to have grievances addressed. I’m witnessing this in my own community at present, where workers at Shure Manufacturing in Washington, MO, have collectively taken their grievances to the company, the company is refusing to make changes, so they are striking. They are persisting in the conversation to have wrongs righted and restore proper relationships, but will not fully participate in the life of the company until things are righted. Thanks be to God for this living example among us, and I pray for their success.

Liturgy
(pieces of the Call to Worship and Prayer of Dedication come from my song “Light Up the Night.” The song is available here.)
 
Call to Worship 
The night is fading.
The Day is near. 
The new day’s rays are breeching the horizon. 
Just Love’s sun is rising up now. 
It burns brighter with every human act of neighborly love.
God is at work through all who are seeking right and reconciliation.
We worship God-with-us, who gives us a new song to sing in the world.
We praise God who is pushing back the thorns, 
with budding, blooming, beauty. 

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
God of the New Day, 
clothe us in the armor of light, 
that we may set aside the works of the world, 
and become the people of neighborly love 
you are calling and creating us to be.
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Creator of Community, 
You work to draw people together.
You try to help us resolve any differences 
in loving, reconciling ways, 
That, together, we can pursue what is right.
We confess that we have listened to worldly, polarizing voices,
That use grievance to divide and separate. 
Forgive us for our failures to speak honestly, 
listen well, 
and maintain right relationships with our neighbors. 
Renew our capacities 
to seek the righting of wrongs together. 
Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon
Jesus is ever trying to form his disciples in the image of God; to shape us into the people God would have us be based on who God is. Jesus calls us to be a people of love seeking reconciliation because that is who God is. We have admitted our wrongs. We can be assured that we are forgiven and held in communion with our loving Creator. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

Invitation to Offering
The Apostle Paul reminds us of the great command to love our neighbors as ourselves. One way we can express such love of our neighbor is to share our gifts for the good of the community. It is in that spirit that we gather our offerings in this moment. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Though the world may seem trapped in the darkness, the truth is there is light breaking out. May each gift offered here, and in our daily lives, be like rays of your new dawn’s light breaking forth, O God, bringing hope and care to our neighbors. Amen. 


