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Permission is granted for local church use with attribution. 

Date: July 26, 2026

Scripture(s): Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52
[This week’s lectionary is a mish-mash of parables, one of which comes from the part of last week’s passage that was omitted. That being the case, there is a thematic shift in the lectionary passage where the parables, at least as I read them, have at least a few different messages. On one hand, there is the mustard seed and yeast, which I read as a depiction of the Commonwealth of God as being invasive. A tiny seed of the kingdom will eventually grow to take over its space and infuse it with life. These resonate with last week’s parable of the wheat, where the weeds (evil) will not overtake the wheat (Children of the Kingdom). On the other hand, the hidden treasure and pearl speak to the Commonwealth being so precious as to be worthy of our all. Lastly, the parable of the net is a retelling of the apocalyptic portion of last week’s parable where in the wheat is gathered and thrown into the furnace. This makes it possible for us to preach on a variety of themes, looking at these different views of the Commonwealth or picking one to lean into. For my part, I will be staying in positive territory with exploring the first 2-4 parables.]
 
Call to Worship (based on Psalm 105 and Matthew 13)
Give thanks to God!
We celebrate Their deeds among creation!
God moves in small ways.
From a tiny seed of God, a tree of life grows.
God presents us with precious possibilities;
So precious we pursue them with our all. 
Sing to God! Sing praises to God’s name!
Our hearts rejoice with gratitude for God’s wonderful works!

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
We gather here with open spirits, O God. Share the leaven of your Commonwealth with us, we pray. May what you mix within us, grow to fill us so completely, that all we say and do will make your reign visible. Amen. 
  
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Merciful Maker, we have seen the precious pearl of your vision for creation, yet we hesitate to fully commit ourselves to obtaining it. Forgive us for the ways we restrain ourselves, seek our self-interest rather than the common good, and cling to what is familiar and comfortable rather than pursuing what is new and life-giving. Renew our hearts with strength, courage, and resilience, we pray. Amen.  

Assurance of Pardon
Jesus teaches of the Commonwealth of God using a tree that offers itself as shelter for the birds of the air. What a gracious image. We live in the already and not yet of this reality. No matter what we have done or left undone, God graciously welcomes us home. We are forgiven and held in God. 
Thanks be to God. 

Invitation to Offering
Mustard seeds and grains of yeast. From even these small beginnings, big things come. Our gifts offered together have the same power. Let us gather our gifts in this moment. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Creator, Jesus revealed your dream of a world of complete well-being. We are wholly committed to making your dream creation’s reality. We offer these gifts to make it so. Bless our offerings, and those we give in every moment. Grow your Commonwealth through their use, we pray. Amen. 


