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Date: June 14, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)
 - compassion for the harassed and helpless
- sent into a hostile world to do what Christ does: given authority and power to do so
- be a peaceful presence even in threat. Be wise but also innocent
- trust in the goodness of God moving through people (hospitality)

Call to Worship 
Hostility flows through humanity,
But the goodness of God flows here too. 
Through people, God’s compassion meets the harassed. 
Through people, the stranger is enfolded in the Eternal’s embrace.
Through people, the sick and hurting are healed.
Through people, evil is cast out.
Through people, God’s Commonwealth draws near.
Thanks be to God, who never stops acting to bring well-being to all.

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Sustaining Spirit, in response to your summons, we have gathered. In this time, give us authority, power, and wisdom to do that to which you call us: heal, cast out evil, and bring new life. Sending Spirit, guide our steps as we part, that we will follow where you lead, to meet the needs of the people in a hostile world. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Compassionate Creator, you would have us be sheep, but, we confess, there are moments when we are wolves. Our teeth harm instead of heal. Our growls frighten instead of comfort. Our hostility does not bring peace. Forgive us, O God. Draw us back into the fold and lead us in right paths, we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
As ever, Divine eyes see us through a lens of compassion. Like sheep without a shepherd, we may have strayed, but our Good Shepherd re-orients us and sends us out to share the grace and care we are so freely given. No matter what we have done, or what we have left undone, we are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God!

Invitation to Offering
Through the generous sharing of gifts, we are supplied with what we need to meet our mission. Let us gather our offerings. 
Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
As the 12 were sent out, they took nothing with them. They trusted that your generous spirit would move through others to meet their needs. We offer these gifts to you, O God, that, in their use, people will experience healing, hope, and goodness; some measure of the Commonwealth of God. May it be so. Amen. 


