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Date: June 21, 2026
Scripture(s): Matthew 10: 24-39
[This is another passage that we may not prefer to deal with, but here we are. It sounds so harsh. I wonder (though haven’t researched so don’t quote me) if Matthew places these words about ‘not peace but a sword’ in Jesus’ mouth as a way of reassuring and encouraging his own community to stay the course of discipleship as they lose familial and faith connections when Judaism and Christianity begin to separate. Short of that, what are other ways we can offer of approaching this text that can help our congregations navigate our divisive time without sewing further division; at this time when both Progressive and Conservative Christians can claim they are living these words faithfully as relationships are severed over clear differences in values? Here are some thoughts I hope are helpful:
· The aim of discipleship is to be like Jesus, the embodiment of self-giving love. Compelled by love for Jesus, we give ourselves fully to his movement. 
· Jesus’ speech here could be a hyperbolic way of making the point that true discipleship of Jesus means prioritizing our commitment to Jesus’ ways above all else. His speech also highlights the cost of discipleship. Following Jesus is risky business for many reasons, and it can, in their context and ours, result in bodily harm or even death. Discipleship was never meant to be an easy path, free of conflict. (thinking of Minneapolis and the Delaney Hall protests that are happening as I write)
· Have no fear, or some variation, is repeated throughout the passage. Jesus’ speech is intended to offer encouragement despite the dangerous realities. He’s calling his disciples to stay the course, to stay true, seen and heard, no matter the risk, in the assurance that their life will continue beyond this life.]      

Call to Worship 
The Creator counts the hairs on our heads. 
We are seen and known by our Source. 
We are valued so highly that Divine Love dwelt among us. 
Jesus reveals the range, risks, and rewards of such self-giving Love.
Jesus teaches us how to live lovingly too. 
The Spirit enables us to follow in his footsteps. 
Let us worship our God, whose steadfast love sustains our lives and the life of the world. 
We lift our voices in grateful praise!

Prayer of Invocation (in unison)
Holy Spirit, we want to be like Jesus, but we cannot get there on our own. In these moments together, fill us with the wisdom, courage, and gifts we need to walk in the ways of Jesus, even when it is frightening and risky. Amen. 

Prayer of Confession (in unison)
Divine Parent, there are moments when we find ourselves too scared to speak or move as you would compel us. The risk, the potential cost, is just too high, so we hide in the shadows of privilege and distraction, never daring to be fully seen or heard. Forgive us for allowing our fear to restrict our participation in your movement. Enfold us in experiences of your gracious love which keeps our fears at bay. Amen. 
   
Assurance of Pardon
Jesus offers us assurance today that we are seen, known, valued, and sustained. Even the hairs on our heads are counted by our Creator. There is nothing to fear, for we have found the fullness of life in God. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.

Invitation to Offering
Discipleship is costly in many senses of the word. Discipleship is the commitment of our whole selves, including the variety of our resources, to the work and ways of Christ. At this time, we offer what we can as a reflection and act of that commitment. Let us gather our gifts. 

Prayer of Dedication (in unison)
Teacher, you have taught us well. The self-giving love you shared continues to be shared through us, your disciples. Accept these offerings, we pray, as sign and symbol of our commitment to following you, no matter the cost. May others find life through the use of these gifts. Amen. 


